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Latin American Studies): 

William H. Edwards (1822-1909) was an American entomologist and naturalist whose work made a significant 
contribution to scientific study. First published in 1847, this is Edwards' personal account of his famous expedition to 
the Amazon basin. It relates his voyage from New York, short residence in the city of Par and exploration of the local 
jungle. An expert observer, Edwards describes in fascinating detail the animals, plants and geography of the region, 
communicating his delight at each discovery. Highlights of the volume include vivid depictions of encounters with 
anacondas and electric eels, exotic fruits and birds, and observations on the customs of the local Portuguese and native 
populations. Intended for use by both the naturalist and the general reader, this book will captivate anyone interested in 
the history of travel and exploration, as well as the development of scientific study in the tropics.

About the AuthorDr. William H. Edwards is professor and director of the motor learning laboratory in the Department 
of Kinesiology and Health Science at California State University, Sacramento. He received his B.S. degree from 
California State Polytechnic University and his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in kinesiology from the University of Southern 
California. Prior to joining the faculty at Sacramento State, Professor Edwards served on the faculties of USC, San 
Diego State University, and the University of Arkansas. Professor Edwards teaches undergraduate and graduate 
courses in motor learning and motor control, and graduate courses in research methods and design at Sacramento 
State. His current research focuses on identifying the factors most responsible for high levels of performance across a 
wide variety of motor activities and domains. 


