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From Brand: University of Utah Press : Back Road To Crazy: Stories From The Field  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Back Road To Crazy: Stories From The Field: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. SOME FUN ENTERTAING STORIES!!By Elaine CheckleySome 
of these people are totally C r A z Y!!!!! My favorite story was "Goat in the Galley" and many others that involved the 
antics of wildlife.Would have preferred ALL the stories to include some wild interaction with animals, but some were 
just about the landscape and trees. I prefer my campsites to be called Holiday Inn or Best Western and enjoy total 
climate control and a hot shower at the end of the day. The people in these stories just love to rough it, freeze their 
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butts and fingers off and do some of the nastiest jobs on the planet....and LOVE it.I'm so thankful I did NOT choose a 
job in the biology field. Entertaining, just can't imagine what makes a person tick to do that kind of work.6 of 6 people 
found the following review helpful. Field Biologists Will Understand This Book!By David B RichmanI have to warn 
the reader that I am a field biologist and thus somewhat prejudiced. However I think Jennifer Bov has collected a great 
series of stories about what it is like to be a biologist in the wild in her new book "The Back Road to Crazy: Stories 
From the Field." I only have met one of the authors, but in my life I have had or have known someone who has had 
many similar experiences as her writers describe. From Mark Moffett's sad account of a herpetologist who dies from 
krait bite in the Myanmar forests to Jeff Beane's lament in the North Carolina mountains this is a treasure trove for 
field biologists, people who like travel stories and just plain "nature nuts", to use John Acorn's Canadian TV program's 
title.While I have not been to Myanmar or even North Carolina's mountains, I could tell a number of such stories, from 
a rainy "rattlesnake night" in Arizona and watching scorpions court under UV light on a hillside at midnight in New 
Mexico to an absolutely insane collecting trip to Ichetucknee Springs in northern Florida and seeing leatherback turtles 
come ashore to lay their eggs on Trinidad's east coast. All field biologists have a stock of such tales, because you 
simply cannot be a field biologist without having unusual things happen to you, even if you plan well (and, as any 
field biologist will tell you, a badly planned field trip can be an absolute disaster!) Jennifer Bov has now opened up 
this store of great stories and presented us with an absolute feast of them.Anyone who wants to know what field 
biologists do should read this book. Keep in mind that there can be hours, days or weeks of boredom, but to be honest 
in field biology we are seldom really bored. The neat part about being a field biologist is that there is discovery 
awaiting all of us in every forest, desert, prairie, sea shore, creek, pond or lake. We are truly fortunate in that even 
waiting near a city vacant lot we can find interest in the ever fascinating tapestry of living things. It is what makes all 
the risks worth it. Although I could point out that crossing a street in any large city in the United States is usually more 
dangerous than any field work in a rain forest or desert!

Strap on your snake chaps and slap on some sunscreen as biologist Jennifer Bov takes you out to the field in the 
company of biologists working on the frontlines of wildlife studies, botany, and resource management. This exuberant 
and entertaining collection of stories ranges from Myanmar to the Midwest, from Argentina to Alaska and many points 
in between, offering tales that are by turns thoughtful, funny, tragic, and just-plain-crazy.

"The Back Road to Crazy is an entertaining and enlightening buffet of firsthand anecdotes about conservation 
fieldwork. It's all here: drama, adventure, toil, tedium, tears, laughter, mystery, terror, wonder, and ecological insight 
throughout. Overall, The Back Road to Crazy is a colorful path to wisdom."Chip Ward, author of Hope's Horizon: 
Three Visions for Healing the American Land 


